












Planning Integration and Impact:

• Visionary integration of immediate and mid-

term goals with long-term strategies.

• Highlighted the need for spatial planning 

integration to make a wider impact.

• Emphasized the crucial roles that parks and 

Public Open Spaces (POS) play in this 

integration.

CASE STUDY 3: ROTUNDA PARK PRECINCT



Contextual Variety:

• The Xtreme Parks demonstrate that parks and 

POS in cities like Johannesburg operate in 

diverse contexts, serving ecological, social, and 

developmental purposes.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS: CONTEXTS

Vision and Mandate for the Future:

• The importance of developing a vision and 

mandate for the future of Johannesburg's parks 

and POS, aligned with ecological, social, or 

developmental goals.

A New African Direction:

• The dissipation of the 'Xtreme Park Makeover' 

program and the 'Corridors of Freedom' 

program left a relative vacuum in the identity of 

JCPZ and City of Johannesburg (CoJ).

• The review emphasized the poignancy of a new 

African direction in crafting an exciting vision for 

POS in the next phase.

• Opportunity to evaluate, extract benefits, and 

build upon past examples for future. 

development.



Key Challenge:

• The need for an overarching vision, strategic 

direction, and development of appropriate 

approaches and best practices.

• Should guide short/mid-term initiatives (e.g. 

public-private partnerships) 

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS: VISION

Secondary Concerns:

• While secondary concerns were highlighted and 

can be addressed, the key focus remains on the 

larger vision and strategic direction.

Moving Forward – Reframing Public Space Models:

• Local case studies exist for developing context-

relevant public space models, but these need 

reframing to align with future priorities.

Evaluation, not replication:

• The need to evaluate, extract benefits, and build 

upon the ecological, social, or developmental 

advantages offered by past projects rather than 

replicating the 'Xtreme' model itself.



Knowledge and Institutional Support:

• CAPS can support the coordination and 

development of new knowledge, institutional 

structures, practices, cooperative governance, 

and inclusive decision-making.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS: INSTITUTIONAL

Partnerships for Future Development:

• Collaboration with entities in government or 

society, including CAPS, can facilitate the 

development of new strategic directions and 

best practices in line with evolving priorities.

Strategic Role of 'Centre on African Public Spaces' 

(CAPS):

• CAPS, launched in 2022 by CoJ in collaboration 

with African cities, civil society organizations, 

and international bodies, is strategically 

positioned to address public space-related 

concerns.



Thank You.


