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Fostering a sense of belonging through green
infrastructure and community integration,
in Cape Town’s Central Business District,

South Africa
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Fig 1: The City of Cape Town layout under the Group Areas Act.
Fig 2: The City of Cape Town layout from the 2011 Census.
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Purpose of Study

Fig 3: Photomontage of Cape Town'’s Central Business District
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Challenge

How can a sense of belonging be created in a neighborhood that was the site of the first settler
colonization, which later became a business hub that excluded many due to

car-centric infrastructure, high land values, and a design focused on

short-term movement rather than long-term community?
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Fig 4 & 5: Contemporary vs Historical Image of Cape Town'’s Central Business District
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Case Study:
Reclaim CAMISSA
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Fig 6: The natural water systems and underground tunnels of Cape Town
Fig 7: The Table Mountain Aquifer Systems
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Creating Green Networks and Nodes M@ Fre-n
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Central Business District: Local Area Action Plan

PV B S AT S TS M SE e

od l_/r/\‘_'r""m‘_l RS R RS S AT I
Fig 8: The Molteno Reservoir

Fig 9: De Waal Park  AFRICAN FORUM
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Proposal: g
Creating Green Networks and Nodes SN e
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Proposal: “ALASNYE \
Enhancing Public Squares N T e
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Fig 13, 14 & 15: A vision of a future Cape Town.
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Proposal:
Creating Pedestrian Friendly Streets
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Fig 19, 20 & 21: NACTO Global Street Design Guide.
Fig 22, 23 & 24: Examples of Pedestrian Friendly Streets
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Thank You.

-7'

m?/ry)(“. X"‘ -/ \MQW\\WX
i

e W A A Nz~ )\ | &
N AR I [ NN o BSEL A A DS X <; > kx

A v‘.\/'/\‘ "\ /'/\‘ v‘

\ AFRICAN FORUM
ON URBAN FORESTS



References

Fig 1: LILP. (n.d.). In South Africa, a More Inclusive City Begins with Land. [online] Available at: https://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/articles/how-new-land-policy-could-help-
unwind-apartheid-in-cape-town-south-africa.

Fig 2: Africa, S.S. (n.d.). Mapping diversity: an exploration of our social tapestry | Statistics South Africa. [online] Available at: https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=7678.

Fig 3: Author’s image.

Fig 4: John Morris (2018) [online] Available at: https://wheelchairtravel.org/content/images/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/cape-town-v2020-header.jpg

Fig 5: https://heritage.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/rotating-banner-01.jpg

Fig 6 & 7: CAMMISA (2021) [online] Available at: https://camissamuseum.co.za/index.php/orientation/meaning-of-camissa

Fig 8: Molteno Reservoir. [online] Available at: htips://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2018/07/27/14/11/molteno-reservoir-3566120 640.jpg & https://encrypted-
tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ1zBFd NIWfRidboNSpfuH-sMNrXuTsKy7YQ&s

Fig 9: De Waal Park. [online] Available at: https://i0.wp.com/thelifestylehunter.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/De-Waal-Park-Cape-Town-South-Africa-
7387.jpa?fit=1000%2C667&ssl=1 & https://www.capetownwithkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/De-Waal-Park-Play-Area-with-Table-Mountain-scaled.jpg

Fig 10: Company Gardens. [online] Available at: https://wesgro.imgix.net/uploads/files/Tourism/Vegetables-at-the-Company-
Gardens.jpg?auto=format%2Ccompress&crop=focalpoint&fit=crop&fm=jpg&fp-x=0.5&fp-y=0.5&fp-z=1&h=1980&q=90&w=2000&s=4f398b585e436d128924f907a2dac98f &
https://i0.wp.com/bicyclesouth.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/CompanysGarden2.jpg?fit=1193%2C64 1&ssl=1

Fig 11: Erf 81 Site. [online] Available at: https://humanities.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/content _migration/humanities _uct ac za/55/images/erf%252081%2520pic%25201 0.png &
https://i0.wp.com/www.dailymaverick.co.za/wp-content/uploads/becca-erf81-sign-ld.jpg?resize=720%2C466 &quality=89&ss|=1

Fig 12: Fruit and Veg Site. [online] Available at: https://www.sfs-group.co.uk/blog/sustainability-in-schools-tips-to-reduce-environmental-impact &
https://www.archdaily.com/794507/agro-food-park-expansion-in-denmark-to-combine-urbanity-and-agriculture/57c8fc49e58ece18b4000005-image

Fig 13,14 & 15: Cooke, J., Dewar, D., le Grange, L., le Grange, S., and Louw, P. (2012). A vision of a future Cape Town, a booklet to accompany an exhibition. Cape Town.

Fig 16, 17 & 18: Public Squares. [online] Available at: https://theneighbourhood.jobura/square & https://www.theadvocate.com/baton _rouge/news/business/article b55bac5e-1e63-
11e8-91e0-c7b476f547ee.html & https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/business/article _b55bac5e-1e63-11e8-91e0-c7b476f547ee.html

Fig 19, 20 & 21: Contributor, T.D. (2017). Book Review: NACTO Global Street Design Guide.

Fig 22, 23 & 24: Examples of Pedestrian Friendly Streets. [online] Available at: https://ilsr.org/boston-introduces-formula-business-proposal/ & https://wrirosscities.org/news/press-
release-new-design-quidelines-help-cities-save-lives-urban-bus-corridors & https://thecityfix.com/blog/from-emergent-to-permanent-3-steps-to-transform-cycling-infrastructure-
beyond-the-pandemic/

Fig 25 & 26: Louw, N and Dewar, D. (2017). Guidelines for the Provision of Open Space in South Africa.

AFRICAN FORUM
ON URBAN FORESTS



https://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/articles/how-new-land-policy-could-help-unwind-apartheid-in-cape-town-south-africa
https://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/articles/how-new-land-policy-could-help-unwind-apartheid-in-cape-town-south-africa
https://wheelchairtravel.org/content/images/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/cape-town-v2020-header.jpg
https://heritage.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/rotating-banner-01.jpg
https://camissamuseum.co.za/index.php/orientation/meaning-of-camissa
https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2018/07/27/14/11/molteno-reservoir-3566120_640.jpg
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ1zBFd_NIWfRidboNSpfuH-sMNrXuTsKy7YQ&s
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ1zBFd_NIWfRidboNSpfuH-sMNrXuTsKy7YQ&s
https://i0.wp.com/thelifestylehunter.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/De-Waal-Park-Cape-Town-South-Africa-7387.jpg?fit=1000%2C667&ssl=1
https://i0.wp.com/thelifestylehunter.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/De-Waal-Park-Cape-Town-South-Africa-7387.jpg?fit=1000%2C667&ssl=1
https://www.capetownwithkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/De-Waal-Park-Play-Area-with-Table-Mountain-scaled.jpg
https://wesgro.imgix.net/uploads/files/Tourism/Vegetables-at-the-Company-Gardens.jpg?auto=format%2Ccompress&crop=focalpoint&fit=crop&fm=jpg&fp-x=0.5&fp-y=0.5&fp-z=1&h=1980&q=90&w=2000&s=4f398b585e436d128924f907a2dac98f
https://wesgro.imgix.net/uploads/files/Tourism/Vegetables-at-the-Company-Gardens.jpg?auto=format%2Ccompress&crop=focalpoint&fit=crop&fm=jpg&fp-x=0.5&fp-y=0.5&fp-z=1&h=1980&q=90&w=2000&s=4f398b585e436d128924f907a2dac98f
https://i0.wp.com/bicyclesouth.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/CompanysGarden2.jpg?fit=1193%2C641&ssl=1
https://humanities.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/content_migration/humanities_uct_ac_za/55/images/erf%252081%2520pic%25201_0.png
https://i0.wp.com/www.dailymaverick.co.za/wp-content/uploads/becca-erf81-sign-ld.jpg?resize=720%2C466&quality=89&ssl=1
https://www.sfs-group.co.uk/blog/sustainability-in-schools-tips-to-reduce-environmental-impact
https://www.archdaily.com/794507/agro-food-park-expansion-in-denmark-to-combine-urbanity-and-agriculture/57c8fc49e58ece18b4000005-image
https://theneighbourhood.joburg/square
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/business/article_b55bac5e-1e63-11e8-91e0-c7b476f547ee.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/business/article_b55bac5e-1e63-11e8-91e0-c7b476f547ee.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/business/article_b55bac5e-1e63-11e8-91e0-c7b476f547ee.html
https://ilsr.org/boston-introduces-formula-business-proposal/
https://wrirosscities.org/news/press-release-new-design-guidelines-help-cities-save-lives-urban-bus-corridors
https://wrirosscities.org/news/press-release-new-design-guidelines-help-cities-save-lives-urban-bus-corridors
https://thecityfix.com/blog/from-emergent-to-permanent-3-steps-to-transform-cycling-infrastructure-beyond-the-pandemic/
https://thecityfix.com/blog/from-emergent-to-permanent-3-steps-to-transform-cycling-infrastructure-beyond-the-pandemic/

